tn the two hundred and forty years since Newburypert
was founded on the banks of the Merrimack the nature of
maritime activity has changed along its waterfront but not
the intensity. Today, there are between 1200 and 1400
boats in the harbor during the summer months.
Newburyport remains a port city proud of its maritime
heritage. In the past, Newburyport's downtown and
neighborhoods fronted directly onto the harbor. Two cen-
turies of incremental filling have pushed the harbor’s
edge 300 to 600 feet away from Merrimac and Water
Street. While most of the industrial sheds and coal piles
have been cleared away in recent years, much of the land
remaing in private hands blocking public access to and
enjoyment of the waterfront. This Strategic Plan presents
a set of recommendations to help forge once again a
strong link between city and harbor.
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Four interrelated goals have guided the recommendations
of the Ne urype Waterf % -al gic Plan.

The summary recommendations below are color coded to
reflect these goals.
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