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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
294 lr lashington Street,  Boston, MA 02108

Area I  Forn no.

At33

Newburyport

ss High Street

r ig r tans St.  PauI t  s Episcopal

qh. a.nd -  St .  Anna's Chapel
Original  n l , , -^h

Present Church

rship : l-l Private individual
?r ivate cr{an: zat ion St '  Paul '  s

EFi ccolra ' l  Chrrrnh

Pub 1ic

cross streets and other bui ldings
or geographical  features.
Indicate north.

Original  owner St.  Paul 's Church

IPTION:

Date Church rebui l t -  la22-Chaoel 1853

SourceNewburvport  Dai ly News 6-28-56

Style Georqian R.evival

Archi tect  Wi l l iam C. Perry

Exter ior wal1 fabr ic Stone

Outbui 1 dings

St.  Paulrs Churchvard (1740)

l ' {ajor al terat ions (with d"t"s)--

Moved Date

Approx. acreage 32,6L0 sq. f t .

sett i .ns on Newburyport 's  main

thorouqhfare noted for i ts excel lent

examples of domest ic archi tecture

dat ing from the Colonial  per iod through
the ear ly 20th century.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate i.n ierms of other buildings within eomnunityJ

This stone Georgian P,evival  church was designed by hl i l1 iam G.
Perr lz.  Perry was a Newburyport  resident and an architect noted for his
work in the restorat ion of  Wi l l iamsburg. This church was bui l t  in 1922.
I t  is s imi lar to the wood.en church that had preceeded i t  and burned in
192L. Perry was clear ly inf luenced by the Georgian Revirzal  however
fnstead of the two stor ies of square windows in the earl ier design
Perry used one set of  archeci windows on the sides of the church. The
tower Perry designed was simi lar  to the ear l ier  one but st i I l
character ist ical ly Georgian .Revival .  I t  has a sguare tower wi th a
superstructure bui l t  up in several  stages. The top stage rather than

(cont)
HISToRICAL SIGNIFICANCE [explain the role owners played in locaI or state history

and how the building relates to the development of the connuni-ty)

The f i rst  St .  Paul 's Church was erected on this s i te in 1740.
When the town of Newburyport  was incorporated in 1764 Rev. Edward Bass
was the pastor of  the church and of  St .  Anne's Chapel  erected in 1711
in Newbury. When the Revolut ion broke out Rev. Bass was f-cr:g: 'edto swear
an oath of  a l legiance to the church and state of  England. Nonetheless
when asked by the colonists to delete oi ject ionable phrases from the
prayers he did so.  After the Revolut ion Rerr .  Bass. was cal led upon to
help organize the Epj-scopal Church in New England. Subseguent ly
F.ev.  Bass was elected the f i rst  Bishop from Massachusetts,  New Hampshire,
and Rhode Is land.

The bishop cont inued in his Newburyport  post and in 1800 money
was raised to bui ld a new church on the si te of the old. A contract
was rnade with Stephen Toppan ,  housewright,  in 1800 and the church
was completed the next year.  Lord Timothy Dexter contr ibuteC funds to
the church. The cracked bel l  inside the church was cast by PauI Revere
Son of  Boston, in 1809, and i t  was used unt i l  i t  cracked and was
r-en' l  anod in l_899.

The second church burned in 1920. The reconstruct ion was undertaken
within a year and by 1923 the present church had been completed, to the
designs of  Wi l l iam G. Perry.

St.  Anna's Chapel  was bui l t  by Rev. Wi l l iam Horton in memory of
his daughter Anna Horton who had died in 1857. Rev. Horton was the
rector of  St .  Paul 's between 1853 and 1863. The chapel  was bui l t  of
Rockport  grani te and was consecrated May 27, 1863.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: (CONTINUED)

3cmrunity:

Newburyport

Form No:

JJ

Frcperty Nare:St.  Paulrs EPiscoP;
church & St.  Anna's
Chapel

belc*i.
-H treet

being a steeple is the dome of the earl ier church. The door of the
churih is recessed within an arch. The arch j-s pedimented and f lanked
by Ionic columns.

St.  Anna's Chapel  was bui l t  in 1863 and though simple in i ts
detai l  has definit ,e features of the High Victorian Gothic style. The
var iat ion j -n the color of  the roof t i les is the most str ik ing feature.
polychromy was an important part. of any High -, ' ictorian Gothic design.
The point-d arches, the i-ron roof cresting and the top-heavy effect of
the overal l  composit ion are al l  typical of the High Victorian Gothic
sty le.

HISTORTCAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUED)

St.  Paul 's par i -sh is one of  the oldest organized par ishes now
subject to the Episcopal form of church government in Massachusetts.
Many of the wealthy residents of High Street were members of the church.
The churchyard adjacenL to the church dates from L740 and includes the
graves of nev. Edward Bass, and Tri stram Dalton, the f irst senator in
Conqress from l, lassachusetts after the adoption of the Federal Constitut i-on.
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