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6. 1henes, Check as nailv ixs
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7. Sigrdficance. E:61ain iristorical and,/or architectural significance of streetscape.
include explanari.cn of thenes checkeC"

These three houses, the only three left on Independ.ent Street, a1i
date fron the eighteenth centurlr" This area raras rl,he lanC sett.led by
the resiCents of Newbury when they moved to the "v/ater sj-de" " The fact
that sett l .ernent occurred here was most logicalr ds i t  was adjacenL
to both tire banks of the Merrimack River and the commercial distr:-ct i::
ltarket. Square. These three houses survive althorrgh the,:ite^ vrere hcuses
across the street in an area of mid-nineteenth centurv industsial
development,

These three houses were undoubtedly buil t  d.uring the eighteenth
century, probably by men of mercanti le or marit i-me j-nterests. Numbers
5 and I Inclependent Street are probably eari ier than I0 independent.
The roofl ine of both of these houses have a long deep pitch. Number 6
has a four bay facade. The bay at the northeastern side is not evenllr
spaced indicat, ing that this house was orig:-na11y only three bays with
a later addit ion of the fourth. The doorways of both 5 aird I --
Ind.ependent Street have been altered since the original construction.
The chimneys of 8 Independent St,reet are also later than the house
itself.  There is st i l1 one large chimney in 6 Independent Street.

The house at l-0 Independent Street is clearly Georgian in style
and appears to have been buil t  in one period. There are two interior
endwall chirnneys indicating that the original construction included
a center hail  way in the house. The window sash in this house have,
for the most part, been repl.aced. The windows under the pitched
roof, however have double hung sash with six over six l ights which
would be typical of the mid-eight,eenth century. The doorway of this
house appears to be original and is simple in design with Doric pj- lasters
flanking the door.

The earl iest inhabitants of the dwell ings have yet to be
documented. Bv i851 the character of this neighborhood was chanqed
from one of str ict lv marit ime interests to one with industrial-

8. Brblj-ography and/or references
J. J. Currier, History of Newburyport

reprint, Newburyport L977 "
Assessorr  s Records 1890-f980
1B5t Plan of  Newburyport ,  Mass. H. Mclnt i re
LB72 Map of  the Ci ty of  Newburyport ,  Mass. D. G. Beers and Co.
1851, \872 City Director ies

L754-L905, Vols.  I  and I I . ,
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7. SIGNIFICANCE (CONTINUEDi

i.nfluences. In 1845, the Globe Steasr Mills were incorporated. A
four story brick factory for raanufacturing cotton cloth was erected
the next year on the site bordered by lndependent, Water and
Federal Streets.

In 185L the residents of Independent Street inclucied Samuel
Robinson, dealer of boots and shoes, living at numbef, 8, Moses E.
Wheeler of the firm Stearns and Wheeler at number 10, and William
Stoner president of the Ocean Bank at number 6 Independent Street.
Clearly this illustrates the fact that NewburyportIs economy was
changing due to the decline of coastal trade and the development of
the textile and shoemaking industries.
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