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ARCHITECTUR{I, SIGNIFIC.{NCE (describe irnportant architectural featureS and
evaluate in terrns of other buildings within connunrtl ' )

The O1C South Church, or ig inal ly bui l t  in 1756 has been al tered on
several  occasions, T 'oday the character and detai l  o i  the church dates
pr imari l l '  f rom the nineteenth century.  As or ig inal l lz  bui . i t ,  the f rame
work of the structure was of white oak. tr{rou.ght iron rai}s useC ir. the
building were imported from England. The rnain hall  wa-s larger at one
time anri the main entrance was on School Streer-rfrori:  which e broad aisle
ran tc the pulpi t ,  then on the east s iae.  Tv/o other narrow aisL.es ran
from East to West anct f ive ran the opposite direction separating the 140
square pews. In 777A Re*/ .  Georgie Whitef ietd was bur ieC in the churchr.
ni tensive inter ior  a l terat ions were made to the church in 1829. (cont.)

HIST0RICAL SIGNIFIC.AIiCE (explain the role owrr€rs playeci j .n locaI or state history
and hou the building relates to the develcpmenE of the connunity)

The land on which the Old South Church stands was originally sold
by Deacon Parker Noyes to Joshua Beck" Beck then conveyed" the land to
"a cofirmittee of the proprietors of the meetinghouse that is to be
bui1t". T'his occurred in L756 and the church was f ivsi: opened to the
congregat icn on a regular basis in August of  that  year.  The church was
incorporated in 1815.

Jonathan Parsons was the f irsr minister of the church and he
presiCed over the corrgregat ion unt i l  h is death in \775. In L770 the
famc:;s evangel ist  Rev. Gecrge Whitef ie ld dieC in the house of  Rev.
Parscns ancl was buried in crypt under the church pulpic. Whitefieio
had preached in the chureh and is considered by some tne founder of the
church.

One of  the later pascors of  the church was Rev. Daniel  Dana. He
was instal led as pastor in 1794. His v iews were t i re cause of  some
parishioners breakrng away to form the Second Presbyter ian Society.
Dr. Dana later served as presiclent of Dartmor-'rth ColJ-ege and the parish
fcunCed one of  the ear l iest  SunCay Schoois dur ing his pastorate.  Some
of the f:-rst missicnaries sent out by the American. BoarC of Missions

t were crdaineC here, Oddly enouqh Dr. Dana later served as pastor of the
\  chi : rch he had caused tc form, the Second Presbyter ian or Harr is Sireet

I Meeting House. Dana :eublished many serrons and ciscourses.
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (CONT.)

At that t j"r,re the old galleries ancl pews v'7ere replaced' A new pulpit

with brick crypt encl6sing the remains of George Whitefield was

also buil t  on the south side of the church. A cenotaph was erecterd'

in the Eastern gallery at the t ime in ntemory of Rev. George whritef ield'

rt  was a""ig";a' ly wii f iam str ickland and cut in marble by strcthers of

Phi iadelpir ia.  The spire of  the Church was replaced in fE48, according

to the designs of  1ocal  archi tecLn Rufus sargen+-.

In 1856 the meet ing house was al tered extensively,  The character

cf the o"i iaing;s exterior results from this reraodeling at which t ine

the pedimented facade of Greek Revivai elements was constructed. The

rtal ianate window l intels also date f rom this per iod" rnter ior  a l ' teraf ions

made at this t ime included a new pulpit,  and the refrescoeinq of the

wal is and cei l ing.

In 1810 a chapel  was erected adjacent to the church. This bui ld ing

was later moved to Charies Street. rn 1843 a new chapel was erected anci

connected. to the church. A classroorn was added ir:  1885'
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